by the geologist as indicating the effects, and denoting the situation, of the craters of extinguished volcanoes ; and the Alpine valleys and basins which various of these mountainous ridges enclose, have been thought to show, that formerly these were also occupied by lakes, the barriers of which having given way at one extremity, the waters escaped, and gradually or speedily retired from their mountainous beds, and which were then, more or less, rapidly converted into valleys, traversed by one or more streams.
It is scarcely necessary to say that this district is Auvergne, a country which, though important to the antiquarian and historian, is not less interesting to the observer of nature. The mountainous 
